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SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2009

Socicty Matters A number of you will have been aware that Les Mitchall has been very ill in
hospital, I zmn plezsed to be able 1o report thet he is making good progress and complste with

2o nevw heart valves and a pacemaksr is now at home azgn, We hope to se2 him a1 mestings
again Before very long.
Summer Dutings Twa very successful cotings bave aleeady tabzn place. the firs: in May te the
Royal Phanmacestical Society and, for thoss wha wished, afterwards (o the Musenm of Gerden
Hizrary, In June we were guests of the Sarratt Local History Sociesy, snjoying an interesting
puided towr of the village finishing with tea in the Chadmnan’s garden and the opportumity to s22
the Great Boek of Sareatt. Forfunarely the rein held off until we lefl fhe village. The outing for
August is scheduled to toke place on 15% August when there will be a walk slong the Wendover
Arm 7 see some of the restoration work being carmied out by the Wendover Trust. Final details
from Ken Wallis, 877502
Fortheoming Programme The new season’s programume is enclased. Do remember we ars
always willing to receive vour comments or your suggestions for new topics, you wonld like to
Bave included, or gond speakers you have heard elsewhere, The season opens on 5 September
whes we welcome Victor Ludlow of the Signads Muosewr, who will give 3 salk entitled “Flags,
Feathers and Further Methods of Communication.” This tekes place, as nsval at 8pm in ths
Civie Centre, Berkhuastmsted.
{astle Matters The Castle Visitor Room opened for the Easter weekend and then for the
suminer szazon from 1% May wntil 277 September. I am very gratefol ro Brisn Norms for taking
aver the orpenisetion of e rota, Thank you to the many whao have acted as stewards. ¥ aur help
is murch appresisted. [fthere are any oller members whe would ba willing to el as stewards in
the fubare pleass da ler me know., We bave had a steady sumber of visitors to the Visilors
Room, sveraming srowsd 100 every weekend, We have had a number of group visits, for which
we have provided guided tours, These range From Nursery shildren, to a special needs group
froe Milton Keynes Collsge. Tn conjunction with the Chiltern Conservation Board we have
taken part in *A Walk Back in Time’, providiog a goided wur of the Castle and 2 tour of spme
of the historic sites of the town on four occusions during the summer. [ am greteful for the
assistanice of Ken Wallis, Jimmis Henour snd John Waller in helping me with the guided tours,
Fercy Birtchnell Memorial Prize 2009 The ropic far this yeer's prive, awarded cach year to
two Year 4 pupils at Viewoda Schoal, was *Berkhamsted in World War IT°. This year, the eighth
year we have run the competition, attracted a lavge sumber of enrmes, 28 inall. The two prizes
were awanded 1o Harvey Allsop, for ‘Berkhamared in World War 1 and haddie Bentley for
Mursing in Berkhamsted 1939-1946". Adurn Hawkswood and Cara Wendle were Very Highly
Commended and Emily Baxter, Olivia Beadle, Macie Dell, Ellis Lawson, Polly Maxted,
Williarm Oldman, Adam Eobinson snd Bhisnna Williams were Highly Commended,
Help in the Museum Store Many of you will be aware that in the last two years we
have lost several members who helped regularly in the Museurn Store. Clur Society has
a very large collection of ducuments and artefacts, some of which still need to be
aceessioned and enterad on the MODES system. [ am seeking volunteers [rom among
our members who would be prapared to help, preferably on a regular basis. We ars
currently carrying out an audit of our Collection, a requirement for the mussum
scereditation. For more detasils please comtact me on 863158 or by ¢ mail
K sherw 1005 ol com




Foundling Voices Isobel Aptaker, the Museum Curator, and | are on the steering
cominittes for this exciting project, set up as a result of lottery funding and based 2t the
Foundling Museum in Loadon. An important part of the project is the recording of
memaries of former foundlings who were at the hospital either in Redhill or in
Berkhemsted. Help will be needed with iranseribing and video recording and with other
aspects of this projoct. Amy members who have memories of heir schooldays with pupils of
the Foundling Iospital would be welcome to conmibute, For further details plesse contact me.
DHT Matters Work is proceeding with the infeial stages of the lottery bid for money to
rafirbish the Museumn Store Lo gain moce exhibilion space and extend the possibilitics for
education in the communiry, In connection with the Festivel of Archaeology DIIT is slaging
bwe events, in Tring Library on 23™ Juby and in Berkhamsted Library on 1% Angust, both 10.50-
1,530, Contect Ming Hevan on 8793235 for lurther details.

Heritage Open Days 12™-13™ September These include some new sites in addition to
those of former vears. Full details are enclosed. Afier we had submitted cur entries the
Civic Trust, under whose auspices the HODx are held, went into administretion in April
and for a while this year’s HODs were in jeopardy. Thair future has now been assured
a5 their przanisation has been taken over by English Heritage,

The ‘Story of Sunnyside’ and other publications Many of you may heve visiled the reeant
gxhibifen staged in comnection with the cenlenay of the congacration of the present Sunnysids
Chureh. Copiss of the hoak, “ e Siery of Swermvedide " ars evailahle Gom me. price £10. There
are still a few copies remaining of Binchnel's Bygone Berkhomsied, Wasl's Reninlscences of
Rerkhemsted and Eric Meadow's CGarewgy fo the Chilterns”, all 8t reduced prices. Those ol vou
familiar with Paul Remfry’s hook on Berkharnsted Casle may be interested to know that he is
currently working on an wpdsted version. T will kgep vou posted of developiments.

Fortheoming Exhibition 20140 is the 60th Anniversary of the founding of cur Society as the
Berkhamsted & District Loecal History Socistv, In this connection we are planning o hold an
exhibition entitled 260 Fears of Sreverving History:' from 207 Tune-3™ July 2010, Preliminany
wark has already starled.

Graham Greene International Festival Your altention i3 deawn 1o a talk on Friday October
2™ entitled The Cither Gresnes, by Joremy Lewis, which mey be of inlerest 1o some. Details are
enclosed.

Age Concern, Ducorum is plauning a sponsorad walk starting and finishing at Berkhemsted
Clastle in the Spring of 2010 Our Sceiety has been asked to supply historic informaton for the
varous sites on route. There will be theee levels of walks, giving wheelchair and hattery car
ugers also the opportunity o participane.

MNew Lodae Development This is an important site, which ar preseat provides a pleasant nural
entrimee Lo his end of the town, The lamst planning applicaton has been mmed down by
Tracorsm Borough Council. The residents of the castern end of the town especially these of
Bank 341l Letie are anxicus that a0 attractive ‘aateway” tothis end of te town is provided so
far a3 possible &nd have spproached the History Society for support and suggsstions as to haw
ghis can best be achieved. [ would weleome opinions and suggestions. The carlier Hell and its
extensive proends and the prasence of New Lodgs, & dower house to Ashlyns Tall, have meant
that this cnd of the town s until now escaped the urbanisation of the western end of cur town.

Acquisition We hgve just received as o donation, vin Tring Nateeal History Museumn, 2 number
of Welleome 19705 posters by Frank Judge, o Barkhameted artist who worked at Welleome.
They highlight various discases sffecting animals end were probably produced for advertising
o tarmers, encouraging them te purchase Wellcome products to treat the diszases. They are &n
interesting addition o the Society’s CooparWellcome archive.

1 wizsh vou all a plensant summer and look forward to seeing you again on September o',
if not before.
Jenny Shervood, July 2009



